Defining the church

Christ: The Resurrected King!”

Study Guide for June 3-4, 2006                                                  
                  Scripture: Acts 1: 1-11

Theme:  “The Church exists to serve the living, risen Christ, not some cultural, past historical religion.

Read It:

   Sometime ago I was counseling with a middle aged man who was discouraged with his life and disappointed in the Christian faith.  “I always thought that when I became a Christian, believed in and followed Christ’s teachings, that God would bless me and make my life successful!  I really believe that God let me down!”


In my response, I asked him: “What Jesus do you believe in?...the historical Jesus who walked on earth 2,000 years ago, was crucified, arose again, and now dwells in heaven—until He decides to come again? Or did you receive the risen living Christ who is actively involved in the lives of those who received Him, and to whom you have submitted yourself as His servant-disciple?” My friend caught my point, do you?


During the next several months we will study the book of Acts to discover afresh our purpose, power and passion as Christ’s Church.  Like the disciples in this week’s Scripture, who expected God’s kingdom to fit into their hopes and expectations, many of us have come to believe that the church is a religious body of people who are clinging to the teachings of Jesus Christ and whose purpose is to provide a safe sanctuary in a threatening, hostile world.


Jesus didn’t call His body—the church for maintenance!  His commission was not that He would become our servant. NO.  He gave us marching orders.  We have a job to do.  The power of His Spirit was entrusted to us so we can fulfill our task as His servants.  We are to be conduits and flowing channels, not reservoirs or holding tanks.  We’re under marching orders of the Resurrected King...We have a job to do, to share God’s love and forgiveness before He returns… and it begins right here in our Temecula-Murrieta Valley.

KNOW:
1 To what “former book” was Acts 1:1-2  referring and who is the subject of both?  (Luke 1:1-4 )
2 After His resurrection, how did Jesus spend His time with the apostles? 1:3-5
3 What specific command and promise did Jesus make to the apostles? 1:4-5
4 What key factor did the apostles misunderstand by their question? 1:6-7, Jn. 3:5; Mt 21:43; Jn 18:33-37
5 What task did Jesus assign to His disciples (the church) who would enable this to be done and how was it to be carried out? 1:8
6 What happened to Jesus and what promise did he make? 1:9-11
BE:

1 Why is it important for us as Christians to know what Jesus taught and did?

2 In light of this knowledge, what does Jesus expect from us?            Jn 14 :12- 14;  15:8, 16 Matt 28:19-20      
3 What do you believe to be the purpose and power of the church and how does it compare with what you have learned in this lesson?
· What is the two-fold purpose of the Holy Spirit’s presence in your  life? 

4 I Cor.12:4: 13; Gal. 5: 22-23

DO:

1 What Jesus  are you responding to—the historical past or the living present?
2 .What steps can you take to be actively involved in telling others about Jesus?
